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 The most common form of local 
government in Michigan.

 In Michigan, if you don't live in a city, you 
live in a township. 

 Michigan is one of 20 states that currently 
has some form of township government.
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 Michigan currently contains 1,240 townships 
that vary in size and population. 

 Based on the 2000 Census, Michigan township 
populations vary from 10 to 95,648 people. 

 More than half of all Michigan residents live in 
a township.
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 The township system was established in the 
Midwest by Congress in the Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787. 

 As early as 1790, Michigan land descriptions, 
using the rectangular (acreage) system, 
were beginning to divide the territory into
36-square-mile "survey townships."
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 The basic unit of the United States Public 
Land System is the “survey township”

 The Meridian and Base Line serve as the 
chief guides for locating “government 
townships”
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State Archives 
(517) 373-1415
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 Michigan Constitution

 State statutes passed by the Legislature

 Case law (court decisions)
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 Article VII, § 17 Townships; corporate 
character, powers and immunities.
Each organized township shall be a body 
corporate with powers and immunities 
provided by law.
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Michigan Constitution



 Acquire, own and dispose of 
real and personal property

 Sue and be sued
 Appoint necessary agents 

and attorneys for that 
purpose

 Make contracts necessary 
and convenient for the 
exercise of their corporate 
powers

 Incur and pay obligations
 Receive and deposit monies
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 As a body corporate 
(municipal corporation):

 As a local government:

 Assess property
 Levy and collect taxes
 Conduct elections
 Make laws by adopting 

ordinances
 Regulate land use
 Regulate activities with general 

“police power” for public health, 
safety and welfare

 Exercise powers and duties 
expressly granted or fairly 
implied by law



 Mandatory
 Elections

 Assessing

 Tax Collecting

 Township Board 
Legislative Functions

 Open Meetings Act and 
Freedom of Information 
Act compliance

 Accounting, Audit, and 
Financial Reporting
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 Permissive
 Roads

 Fire Protection

 Police Protection

 Emergency Medical

 Water / Sewer

 Parks and Recreation

 Planning and Zoning

 Code Enforcement

 Ordinance Enforcement

 Liquor Inspections

 Library

 Cemetery

 Etc. …



What’s a Township Made of?
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 Article VII, § 18 Township officers; term, 
powers and duties.
In each organized township there shall be 
elected for terms of not less than two nor 
more than four years as prescribed by law a 
supervisor, a clerk, a treasurer, and not to 
exceed four trustees, whose legislative and 
administrative powers and duties shall be 
provided by law.
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 Provided for in 
Michigan Constitution

 Township Board

 Supervisor

 Clerk

 Treasurer

 2 or 4 Trustees
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 General Law 
Townships

 Charter Townships

 Over 2,000 population

 4 Trustees

 All authorities of a General Law 
Township, plus …

 The Charter Township Act

 Administrative authority 
delegated to supervisor or 
superintendent

 Qualified boundary protection

 MAY have additional taxation 
authority (qualified)
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 Fire Department
 Building Department
 Planning & Zoning Department
 Assessing Department
 Parks Department
 Police Department
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 A township may establish two types of 
bodies: statutory and advisory.

 Statutory boards and commissions are 
public bodies either required or authorized 
by law. 

 Advisory committees are not mandated or 
authorized by specific statutes. 
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 The enabling statute will identify the procedures, rules and 
authorities for a statutory board or commission.

 Some common township boards and commissions:
 Planning Commission
 Zoning Board of Appeals
 Board of Review
 Construction Board of Appeals
 Election Commission
 Officials Compensation Commission
 Police/Fire Administrative Board
 Library Board 
 Park Commission
 Historical Commission
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 Downtown Development Authority, Tax Increment 
Finance Authority, Local Development Finance 
Authority, Brownfield Redevelopment Authority

 Economic Development Corporation

 Housing Commission

 Port Authority

 Building Authority (not code authority)

 District Court (very rare)
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